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federal agencies. The Committee agrees with proponents of the centralization of risk assessment responsibilities that the agencies involved should operate on the basis of a common assessment of the substancefs risks. However, the Committee differs with respect to the method for achieving this end*
Actions Covered
Our recommendation does not call for the performance of a joint risk assessment in every instance in which a substance potentially falls within the jurisdiction of two or more agencies! we limit our proposal to circumstances in which assessment by more than one agency is likely in the near future. This limitation has two rationales. First, substantial risk may be associated with routes of exposure of concern to only one agency. Under such circumstances, it would be unreasonable to invest time and resources to establish an interagency panel of scientists. Second, even if different types of exposure entail risksr a substance may legitimately rank low in priority for one agency and high for another.
Placement and Procedures
The approach we visualize is similar to that followed in 1980, when the Interagency Regulatory Liaison Group, at the suggestion of CPSC, sought the assistance of the National Toxicology Program to examine the carcinoge-nicity of formaldehyde. The Program formed an ad hoc panel that consisted entirely of government scientists, including some from EPA, OSHA, and FDA.
We suggest that the National Toxicology Program be the usual vehicle for coordinating preparation of joint risk assessments. The National Toxicology Program has been in operation for several years and, in the Committee's judgment, has performed capably as coordinator of federal toxicologic research. It has displayed an ability to command the service of the government's best scientists. And it has developed effective working relationships with the regulatory agencies, which have become accustomed to looking to it for assistance in evaluating substances that are candidates for regulation.
We expect that suggestions for establishment of an interagency task force to evaluate a hazard will come